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§ 216.30 Special forms and reports.

When special forms or reports other
than those referred to in the regula-
tions in this part are necessary, in-
structions for the filing of such forms
or reports will be provided by the Asso-
ciate Director. Such requests will be
made in conformity with the require-
ments of the Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1980, and are expected to involve less
than 10 respondents annually.

§ 216.40 Assessments for incorrect or
late reports and failure to report.

(a) An assessment of an amount not
to exceed $10 per day may be charged
for each report not received by MMS by
the designated due date.

(b) An assessment of an amount not
to exceed $10 may be charged for each
incorrectly completed report.

(c) For purposes of oil and gas report-
ing under the PAAS, a report is defined
as each line of production information
required on the Monthly Report of Op-
erations (Form MMS–3160), Oil and Gas
Operations Report (Form MMS–4054),
Gas Analysis Report (Form MMS–4055),
Gas Plant Operations Report (Form
MMS–4056), and Production Allocation
Schedule Report (Form MMS–4058).

(d) For purposes of solid minerals re-
porting under PAAS, a report is de-
fined as each line of production infor-
mation required on the Solid Minerals
Operation Report (Form MMS–4059)
and Solid Minerals Facility Report
(Form MMS–4060).

(e) The MMS will not make assess-
ments for reporting problems which are
beyond the control of the reporter (e.g.,
reports received late because of bad
weather). The reporter shall have the
burden of proving that a reporting
problem was unavoidable.

(f) An assessment under this section
shall not be shared with a State, Indian
tribe, Indian allottee, or Alaska Native
Corporation.

(g) The amount of the assessment to
be imposed pursuant to paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section shall be estab-
lished periodically by MMS. The as-
sessment amount for each violation
will be based on MMS’s experience with
costs and improper reporting. The
MMS will publish a Notice of the as-

sessment amount to be applied in the
FEDERAL REGISTER.

[51 FR 8175, Mar. 7, 1986, as amended at 52 FR
27546, July 22, 1987; 53 FR 16412, May 9, 1988;
58 FR 64903, Dec. 10, 1993; 59 FR 38905, Aug. 1,
1994]

Subpart B—Oil and Gas, General

§ 216.50 Monthly report of operations.

(a) Each operator of each onshore
Federal or Indian lease or agreement
containing at least one well not perma-
nently plugged and abandoned shall file
a Monthly Report of Operations (Form
MMS–3160) unless production data is
authorized to be reported on Form
MMS–4054. This requirement does not
apply to reporting of operations of gas
storage agreements, which must con-
tinue to be reported to the appropriate
BLM office. A completed Form MMS–
3160 shall be filed for each calendar
month, beginning with the month in
which drilling operations are initiated,
on or before the 15th day of the second
month following the month being re-
ported until the lease or agreement is
terminated, or the last well is approved
as permanently plugged or abandoned
by BLM and all inventory is disposed
of, or until monthly omission of the re-
port is authorized by MMS. The MMS
may grant time extensions for filing
Form MMS–3160 on a case-by-case basis
upon written request to MMS.

(b) Specific and detailed guidance on
how to prepare and submit the required
production data on the Form MMS–3160
are contained in the MMS PAAS On-
shore Oil and Gas Reporter Handbook.
See § 216.15 of this part.

(c)(1) Operators already reporting on-
shore lease production data to MMS in
accordance with § 216.53 of this part on
the effective date of this rule may re-
quest to change to the provisions of
this section. Any request to change to
the requirements of this section must
be made by advance written notice to
MMS and have MMS approval.

(2) An operator who reports produc-
tion data to MMS for offshore leases in
accordance with § 216.53 of this part
may request to report for its onshore
leases in accordance with the require-
ments of that section. Any such re-
quest must be made by advance written
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notice to MMS and have MMS ap-
proval.

(d)(1) Except where disclosure is re-
quired by law, information submitted
on Form MMS–3160 that MMS classifies
as confidential will be protected as
such by both MMS and BLM for the pe-
riod of 1 year. Operators must petition
MMS for each lease or agreement to
obtain a confidential classification and
to extend the classification period be-
yond 1 year.

(2) Except as provided by statute, in-
formation submitted on Form MMS–
3160 in regard to Federal leases and In-
dian leases which are part of a unit
containing non-Indian leases is not
considered to be confidential.

(3) Except where disclosure is re-
quired by law, all information submit-
ted on Form MMS–3160 in regard to In-
dian leases, other than those included
in paragraph (d)(2) of this section, will
be considered to be confidential.

(4) Except as provided in this sub-
section, all other information will be
released.

[53 FR 16412, May 9, 1988, as amended at 58
FR 45254, Aug. 27, 1993; 58 FR 64903, Dec. 10,
1993]

§ 216.51 Facility and Measurement In-
formation Form.

A Facility and Measurement Infor-
mation Form (Form MMS–4051) must
be filed for each facility or measure-
ment device which handles production
from any Federal or Indian lease, or
federally-approved agreement, through
the point of first sale or the point of
royalty computation, whichever is
later. The completed form must be
filed by any operator (reporting pro-
duction on a Form MMS–4054) of an on-
shore Facility Measurement Point
(FMP) that handles production from
any Federal or Indian lease or feder-
ally-approved agreement prior to, or at
the point of royalty determination, or
any operator who acquires an onshore
FMP that is currently reporting to the
PAAS. The report must be filed no
later than 30 days after the establish-
ment of a new facility or measurement
device, or 30 days after a change is
made to an existing facility or meas-
urement device.

[58 FR 45254, Aug. 27, 1993]

§ 216.52 First Purchaser Report.
The First Purchaser Report (Form

MMS–4053) must be filed by first pur-
chasers only upon the specific request
of MMS.

[51 FR 8175, Mar. 7, 1986. Redesignated at 58
FR 64903, Dec. 10, 1993]

§ 216.53 Oil and Gas Operations Re-
port.

Every operator of an OCS lease or
federally-approved offshore agreement
and any operator of an onshore Federal
or Indian lease or federally-approved
agreement that has elected to report
production on an Oil and Gas Oper-
ations Report (Form MMS–4054) in-
stead of the Form MMS–3160 (see
§ 216.50(c)(2)) must file a Form MMS–
4054 each month as long as there exists
at least one well that is not perma-
nently plugged and abandoned. A com-
pleted Form MMS–4054 must be filed
for each calendar month, beginning
with the month in which drilling oper-
ations are initiated, on or before the
15th day of the second month following
the month being reported, until the
lease or agreement is terminated, or
the last well is permanently plugged or
abandoned and all inventory is dis-
posed of, or until omission of the re-
port is authorized by MMS.

[58 FR 45255, Aug. 27, 1993. Redesignated at 58
FR 64903, Dec. 10, 1993]

§ 216.54 Gas Analysis Report.
Any operator of an OCS lease or fed-

erally-approved agreement and, upon
request by MMS, any operator of an
onshore Federal or Indian lease or fed-
erally-approved agreement, from which
gas is sold or is transferred for process-
ing prior to the point of royalty com-
putation, must file a Gas Analysis Re-
port (Form MMS–4055) for each sales or
transfer meter. The form is due at least
twice a year; once in the first 6 months
of the calendar year, and once in the
last 6 months of the calendar year, but
may be submitted monthly, or as speci-
fied by the gas sales contract terms,
and must be submitted on or before the
15th day of the second month following
the end of the reporting period to
which the information applies. All re-
ports must be submitted by August
15th for any sales/transfers occurring
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